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Advertiſement. _ 
1 T may not be improper to aſſure 
1 the Reader, that the Occaſion of 
putting together theſe Reflexions, which 
are now reviſed and offer d to the 
Publick, was entirely diſtin from 
the late treaſonable Diſturbance in 
Oxford. WMitb a View however to 
this, as well as the Affair with which 
he was himſelf more particularly con- 
cerned, the Writer of them did not 
think it misbecame him, to provide 
- ſome Antidote for the Uſe of his Pu- 
pils, whenever an Attempt ſhould 
be made to tamper with their Prin- 
ciples, and withdraw them from their 


Obedience to the Laws of the Land. 


The Situation of quiet Men con- 
antly refiding in the © Univerſity,” 
often keeps them ignorant of what 
7s ſaid or ' thought of this Place in 
the World; as indeed they ſometimes 

are 


( v1 ) 
are of what paſſes in the very Place 
itſelf. No Wonder then, if they are 
not forward to believe that, in fac, 
diſadvantageous Reports prevail con- 
cerning it, and are therefare per- 
haps too backward in purſuing the 
Meaſures, which Prudence might re- 


Commend to be taken in order to its 


Welfare and Reputation. 


_ There are however Seaſons in which 

the maſt modi Man may find him- 
elf under a Neceſſity of declaring 
his Sentiments in the mo publick- 

manner, (how little ſoever he may aim 

at, or value the Character of a Wri- 
ter on Stbjefts of this Nature) mere- 

ly to do TFuftice to Himſelf and 10 
Thoſe with whom he is concerned. 

Such ſeems to be the preſent Funfure, 

more eſpeciaily with reſpect to thoſe, 

who are entruſted with the Education 
e young Gentlemen in the Univerſity of 
Oxford. Kin WX V 


T 
„ 
0 
50 
P 
- 


E = = 2 9 
_ - , wh _ * - = 
0 


* 2 ay 
— 


1 LEY 


LETTER 


TO A 


Young Gentleman, 


988 „ Alu. * r — — » 0." = a 4 1 1 
K „ 
„ * 
— — 
6 " 


DE AR Sis, 


Am ſorry to find that your Attention hath 
been taken up with a Set of Notions, | 
very different from thoſe which I, and 
every one that wiſhes you. well, would 
have recommended 'to you. Methinks if you 
find in yourſelf fo ſtrong a Turn for Politicks, 
as you ſeem to have, thoſe of Greece or Rome 
might yet a while afford ſufficient Scope for 
your Diligence and Curioſity. For when 
young Perſons, before they have ſufficientl 

formed their Judgment by theſe and the like 
Models, and have moreover improved it by 
ſome Knowledge of the World, enter too deep- 
ly into the Conſideration of our National Con- 
cerns, the wretched Spirit of Party-Zeal ſel- 
dom fails to enflame their Imaginations, and 


betray 
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betray them into various Extravagancies ;---ſuch 


as they may perhaps in vain repent of in their 
maturer Vears: It ſeldom is, or indeed can be, 


indulged without neglecting the more impor- 


tant Buſineſs of other Studies, upon which their 


Reputation, and Fortunes, and future Happi- 


neſs greatly depend. And I appeal to your 
own Obſervation, Whether the young Politi- 
cians of your Acquaintance do in Fact ſigna- 
lize themſelves by any valuable Accompliſh- 
ment, or indeed by any thing ſo much as talk- 
ing ſawcily of their Superiors, and dogmatizing 


upon what they do not underſtand. 


Had your Politicks gone no further than 
barely to determine who, or what Men were 
fitteſt to be employed in the Adminiſtration of 
National Affairs, a Perſon of Your Age would 
certainly have gone out of his proper Sphere, 
and have been very impertinent even in ſo 
doing. *Tis your Duty to reverence Authority 
in whatever Hands you find it placed, to avoid 


giving Offence to it, and to recommend your- 


ſelf to its Eſteem and Regard by improving 
your Mind with uſeful Learning, and fitting 
yourſelf to do your Duty in that State unto 
which you may be called hereafter. 


But how much more ridiculous is it for 
you to adventure to call in Queſtion the Laws 
of your Country, and that upon a Subject ſo 


delicate in its Nature, that few eſtabliſh'd Go- 
| vernments 


(: 91} 
vernments but our own, would fuffer it even 
to be calmly debated in Theory. with Impu- 
nity ? The Law hath already precluded your 
Enquiry, and determined where your Alle- 
giance is due: Under that Law you were born; 
it hath hitherto afforded you Protection; to it 
therefore, by all the Ties of Nature and Gra- 


titude, is your Duty pre- engaged. 


And tho' the Mildneſs of our Conſtitution 
is ſuch that it doth not rigorouſly exact from 
all its Subjects that Activity of Service in- 
its Support, which is expected in other Coun- 
tries, yet ſurely in Juſtice to itſelf it can- 
not but reſtrain the Attempts of thoſe who 
ignorantly or maliciouſly endeavour to ſub- 
vert it, | 


You would do well therefore to conſider 
ſeriouſly, that | | 
any ſhall endeavour adviſedly or direct- 
e ly, to hinder any Perſon, who ſhall be next in 
s Succeſſion to the Crown for the Time being, 
© (according to the Limitation by the 1 and 2 
W. & M. Seſſ. 2. C. 2. and the 12 W. III. 
* C. 2.) be is guilty of Higb-Treaſon. And 
** theſe that maliciouſly and directiy . affirm the 
* ſame by Preachi 1 or adviſed Speaking ſhall 
* encur à Premunite. . 1 and 2 Anne, C. 17. 
* By the 13 W. III. C. 3. To baue Cor- 
reſpondence or keep Intelligence with the pre- 
«* tended Prince of Wales, or knowingly. with 
B « any 
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Perſon ed by him, or to Maney 
— . 22 gb Treaſon. pe) 25 
Py By the 4 Anne, C. 8. 6 Anne, C. N 
* Wheſoever ſhall advifedly and dirediy, by 
e qoriting or printing, maintain that the pre- 
*© tended Prince of Wales, or any other, hath 
te any Right to the Crown otherwiſe than by the 
« & 2 W. and M. Seff. 2, C. 2. and. the 
« 12 W. III. C. 2. Or, that the Kings of this. 
« Realm by the Authority of Parliament cannot 
© make Laws to limit — bind the Crown as to 
© the Deſcent and Government my ſhall be 
n - guilty of Higb. Treaſon. | 


0 Nay, (to uſe the Words of 4 > judicious 

© + Lawyer) when one doth know, that a- 
© nother hath committed any Sort of Trea- 
“ ſon, and doth not reveal it to the King, or 
e his Privy-Council, or to ſome Magiſtrate, 
* that the Offender may be ſecured, and 
* brought to Juſtice, - this bare Knowledge 
* and Concealment was - High-Treafon. at 
«© Common Law. To know and affent with 
e any outward Act, that ſhews an Approta- 
t tion of it, makes it High-Treaſon; as where 
* one, having Notice of a Meeting of Con- 
« ſpirators againſt the Government, goes into 
<« their Company and conceals it, &c. - 

- Mifdemeanours, ariſing from contemptuous 
and undutiful Behaviour to the King, are hei- 


a Weeds Toftiter. Com. Law. p. 405. 
nous 
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nous Offences; and, thoug zh attended with 
Circumſtances of leſs 'Deliberatton, ſubject the 
Perſons: guilty to * Penalties, of ſuch a Na- 
ture as often fixes a laſting Mark of Ae er on 
the Offender. 1 


And no, what Equivalent have any Jovial 
Set of Companions to give you in Return, for 
running ſo dangerous a Riſque in attending 
them thro' the ſeveral Stages of their treaſon- 
able Frolicks? No, © all Equivalents you diſ- 
« dain, and leave to the ſervile Herd of 
“ Court-Dependants :——'Tis downright Ho- 
<< neſty chat pr Pre tron a Regard to Juſ- 
te tice, — an = Ih orrence of Uſurpation upon 
the Rights of an injured Prince. by But what 
great Proof of your own Honeſty is it to a 
priate that Character to yourſelves? And 
low, how unbecoming your liberal — 
is it to take Pleaſure in villify ing and calumnia- 
ting Your Betters ? N 


But further, not to ink on the apparent 
Wantof Modeſty, Candor, and Diſcretion, when 
Perſons ' of Vour Years treat the moſt ſolemn 
and repeated Deciſions of a whole Nation, and 
more eſpecially their own Country, with fo 

and Contempt; —— nor to 


much Arr 

ſhew you diſtinctly, how infinitely the Pre- 

ſumption at firſt View lies in this Caſe againſt 

ne private Opinion of yourſelf and the ſelect 
| Sach as Pillory, Whipping, e. 

B 2 6 Company 
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Company of your Friends; ——-and how im- 
poſſible it is, without long Experience, Ob- 
ſer vation and Reflexion, to attain that real Cer- 
tainty, or even well- grounded Conviction of 
the juſtice of your Cauſe, which alone can 
warrant your Talking and Acting in this Man- 
ner and how eafily Perſons warm with the 
Conceit, that they are purſuing an honeſt, 
diſintereſted Plan may be miſtaken; Not to 
inſiſt, I ſay, on theſe Things; If you are 
actuated with an honeſt Principle of Publick- 
Spirit and Zeal for Juſtice, ſome Juſtice is cer- 
tainly due to the Society whereof you are a 
Member ; And your Regard to this Part of 
the Publick (for the Welfare of which Your ' 
Friends upon all Occaſions affect to ſhew the 
warmeſt Concern) ought in all Reaſon to mo- 
derate your Zeal, and not ſuffer it to expoſe the 
Univerſity to the Reſentment of thoſe higher 
Powers, who will be naturally led to cenfure 
it, as having been deficient in the Exerciſe of 
ſome material Act of Inſtruction or Diſcipline ; 
as either permitting or conniving at a direct In- 
ſult upon that Government on which the very 
Being of the Univerſity depends, Tis cer- 
tain that a very confiderable Number of wiſe 
and good Men in the Nation 'have been and 
are faithful Subjects to the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment. Your Friends will not deny that ma 

ſuch were ſo to Queen Anne, whoſe Right 
and Title to the Crown was the very ſame with 
that of his preſent Majeſty. Any reaſonable 


and 
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and modeſt Man therefore will, I think, 
readily conclude that your Political Notions 
are not ſo notoriouſly and evidently true, as 
to juſtify your extravagant Declarations; im- 


prudent with regard to e and } injurious 
to other People. | 


Not that I would be underſtood” to ds 
vour to ſtifle your Spirit of Diſaffection by 
the meer Weight of Authority, or to frighten 
you out of your Scruples by a ſervile Dread 
of the Puniſhments abovementioned : No; I 
am- ready to enter with you into the Reaſon 
of the Caſe; and defire you to attend to no- 


thing-but the een, Dictates of Common- 
Senſe and Equity. 


But here I muſt obſerve; that there is a 
ſtrange. Inconſiſtency in your political Prin- 
ciples——a ſtrong Preſumption that they are 


not really founded in Reaſon, For, let me 
aſk you. 


Do you not almoſt appropri to yourſelf and 
Party — Character of Patriots and Men of 
Spirit, conſcious of a Dignity inherent in your- 
ſelves as Engliſbmen, Friends to the Liberties of 
your Country, and jealous of its Rights? You 
would, I know, reſent the Imputation of the 
contrary Character, and talk of thoſe who 
difter from you as a Pack of mean degenerate 
 Scoundrels.——But, on the other Hand, 


( 14) 

Do you not at the fame Time conſider 
yourſelf as the righiful Subject and Vaſſal of 
One whoſe only Claim to your Subjection is 
his being the Lineal Deſcendant of a Perſon 
formerly inveſted with Royal Power? —— One 

who has never exerciſed that which is the 
only rational Foundation of Civil Power, the 
giving Protection to yourſelf or your Parents; 
and who can have no Right to your Service 
and Obedience, unleſs you were really born in 
a State of more abject Slavery than was ever 
yet felt in any Part of the World, and are at 
this Time the abſolute Property of a foreign 
Nlaſter; becauſe his ſuppoſed Anceſtors at ſome 
former Time had a Dominion over Yours; 8 
Dominion Vou think, unalienable and inde- 
feaſible, how arbitrarily and oppreſſively ſoever 
They may have behaved? How inconſiſtent is 
this Account of things with the former | 


If upon Principles of common Senſe you 
inſiſt that reaſonable Creatures have a Right to 
be dealt with in a reaſonable Way, you muſt 
admit that they have a Right to throw off 
that Dominion when it is exerciſed unreaſon- 
ably. And this Conceſſion will bring you 
round to the Principle on which we juſtify 
the Revolution; namely, that as the King by 
Inheritance hath a Right to govern, ſo the 
Subject hath a Right to the Law as the com- 
mon Meaſure of Royal Authority and his own 
Obedience. And accordingly the — 
os | en 
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been conſtantly recognized as ſuch by Ex 
N re n e ds 


Coronation. III. 1 1 


Kings indeed are but Men; pra our ar Religion | 
certainly 'recommends the Exerciſe of Charity 
towards them, whenever we /confider their 
Failings : Their Province has Difficulties aof a 
peculiar Kind, which demand ow Candor 2 
There is a Reverence due to the Superiority of 
their Stations; and this ought ta reſtrain us 
from being over — to believe evil Re 
ports concerning them: And if we have but 
common Modeſty, we ſhall be diſpoſedd to 
make ſome further Allowance from the Con- 
ſiderat ion of our own Ignorance and Miſappre 
henſions: And I muſt add, that a prudential 
Regard for our ], and the common Wel- 
fare, ſhould teach us how very unſafe, how very - 
troubleſome it may prove, to bring Matters to 
an open Quarrel, upon every, I will we, 
Ee. but, real Grievance. 


But che Evils under K. James I. 4 any Cie- 
dit is to be given to the Reports of Hiſtory, 
were adjudged by our Anceſtors to be intolera- 
ble : He had, in repeated Inſtances, made di- 
rect Attempts to bereave us of our Religion 
and Liberties, and ſo far unhinged the 2 — 
Frame of the Government, as — find himſelf 
ry difabled from exercifing it any longer: 

n 


aving violated the fundamental Laws of. 
this 


* ( 16 ) | 
this Kingdom, and having withdrawn himſelf 
out of it, carrying away with him his pretend- 
ed Son, an Infant fix Months old, He abdi- 
cated the Government. 


Finding the Nation in this State, the Great 
Council, like Wiſe Men, turned the Exerciſe 
of Government out of its old Channel no fur- 
ther than the Neceſſity of the Caſe required. 
They waited on the next “ Heir by Blood, 
and put the Nation under Her's, and her 
Husband's Protection. This Method of pro- 
„s ceeding, you fay, in ſettling the Govern- 
I; e ment was new and unprecedented.” And 


in a good Meaſure it was; though by no 
'- Means altogether: as our Hiſtory will ſhew 
you. But ſo was the Occaſion. Our Mu- 
nicipal Laws were made for the common 


{ Courſe of Things; They have been wiſely ſi- 


* In the ſame manner by 12, 13. V. III. C. 2. The Crown, 
'F in default of Iſſue of the Princeſs Anne of Denmark and King 
Hi William III. reſpectively, was ſettled upon the Princeſs Sophia, 
the neareſt Proteſtant Branch of the Royal Family, and the Heirs 
=_ of her Body, being Proteſtants. She was Grand-Daughter to 
. King James I. and Grandmother to his preſent Majeſty.— This 
Settlement was afterwards confirmed, and further ſecured by the 
4 Laws under Queen Anne. See p. 8. 
. The Neceſſity of this Limitation of the Crown to Proteſtants 
appears from hence; that the Popiſn Religion, while it ſubjects 
1 the Conſcience of the Prince to the Pope and his Emiſſaries, 
| 1 bath a natural Tendency to enſlave the Nation itſelf to a foreign 
| 


þ Power and juriſdiction. Not to mention the other Inconvenien- 
iS ces, which in Fact aroſe from King James II's profeſſing the 
i Popiſh Religion. He was thereby induced to diſclaim the Regal 
ii Supremacy, and to own and acknowledge the Papal, by a ſo- 
lemn Embaſſy at Nome. 32 | 


lent 
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lent in ſpecifying how the Subject is to pro 
ceed in extraordinary Exigencies z They pre- 
ſume that the Commands of the Sovereign 
will be Legal, and in that View, without 
Limitation, recommend and enforce Obedi- 
ence upon the Subject : But they cannot be. 
underſtood to have been deſigned to authorize. 
Oppreſſion, and defeat the great End of all 
Laws whatſoever. It is ſufficient therefore if 
the Conduct of our Anceſtors: in the Revolu- 
tion was warranted by the general Reaſon of 
the Caſe: Nor is the Validity of the Settle- 
ment itſelf at all affected by that Want of Re- 
gularity, which you now diſcover in ſome Cir- 
cumſtances attending it; a Regularity which 
it was impoſſible to attain, and which it might 
have been fatal to attempt. 


Nay a little Acquaintance with the Hiſtory 
of our own, and of other Nations, will be 
ſufficient to inform you, that, as few Revolu- 
tions in Government have been founded on a 
more apparent Neceflity, ſo few have been 
conducted with equal Calrangls, Order and 
Propriety. | 


The Prince of Orange's Wife 1 a near 
Intereſt in the Crown, if not the faireſt Pre- 
tenſion to it after K. James II's Demiſe, upon 
the Plea, of Lineal Succeſſion, he had a Right 
to demand Security for ſuch Succeſſion due to 
his Wife, 1 the Male practices at that 

C | Tims 
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Time generally believed to be ſet on Foot to 
defeat her Pretenfions, and alſo to prevent the 
Inheritance from being injured by the flagrant 
Miſconduct of the King in Poſſeſſion. He was 
therefore juſtified, as in making Remonſtran- 
ces, ſo in endeavouring to ſecond thoſe Re- 
monſtrances, when found ineffectual, by armed 
Force. And conſidering how much the In- 
tereſts and well-being of Nations, eſpecially 
ſuch as are expoſed to a powerful common 
Enemy, ſtand connected with each other, the 
States- General ated upon the Principles of 
found: Reaſon and Policy, in their ready Diſ- 
poſitions to ſupport his Endeavours. Neither 
muſt I omit their Obligation in Point of Gra- 
titude to act as they did, and to ſupport a 
Neighbouring Nation in its extreme Diſtreſs ; 
to whoſe timely Aſſiſtance They themſelves in 
a like Caſe formerly owed the Preſervation of 
their Religion and Liberties, © | 


| Granting this Step to have been bt, 1 ſee 
not with what Colour of Reaſon you can e 
againſt the Juſtice of any Part of the ſubſe- 
quent Eſtabliſhment. Dicing that Confuſion 
which K. James II's Miſmanagement had in- 
troduced, you muſt imagine that the Thoughts 
of wiſe and good Men were not idle, and 
that many Expedients were deviſed to recon- 
cile the Rights of King James II. with the 
Welfare of the Kingdom. And you think 
perhaps, had you been concerned, _ 


So le. 
ſhould have voted for ſome other Expedient ; 
But even then, had you been of the Minority, 

ou muſt from the Nature of Civil Society, 
| — acquieſced in, if not joined. in . am 9 
a Reſolution, which, when finally paſſed, ni 
be taken for the Reſolution of the Whole. 


Baut yeutthink it hard for the Son and Grand- 
ſon to ſuffer for the Miſconduct of the Fa- 
| ther !---But does not this often happen? Muſt 
it not neceſſarily ſo happen in the Courſe, of 
human Affairs? It is hard for a hopeful young 
Man to come after. a profligate, extravagant 
Parent, who has mortgaged or ſquandered. a- 
way his paternal Eſtate ; or who has for- 
feited the - hereditary Honours and Wealth of 
the Family by Treaſon. Whatſoever acciden- 
tal Inconyenience is ſuppoſed to attend the Per- 
ſon, no one thinks of, nor does the Cale oſten- 
times admit of a Reſtoration to Blood and E- 
ſtate. And what infinitely greater Difficulties - 
muſt there now be, how prodigious the Riſque 
to unſettle the Government of three; mighty 
Kingdoms,—to create Jealoufies and Diſtruſt 
in all the States with whom we are naturally 
allied. to alarm the Apprehenſions and Fears 
of all that have concurred in the Support of 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment, - to ſubje& not only 
every Act of the Legiſlature, but even every 
judicial Proceeding for above half a Century, 
on which the private Property of Thou- 
lands depends, to be called in Queſtion, and, 


C 2 moſt 


(0) 
moſt probably, to involve the Nation in the 
_ Calamities of a Civil War; and 
all this for what? Why to do an imagined Act 
of Juſtice to a, ſingle Stranger, at the Expence 
of Duty and Gratitude to a Sovereign whom 
we have acknowledged, and of Juſtice to our 
Poſterity ;— to a Stranger, I ſay, of doubt- 
ful Birth, whoſe ſuppoſed Parent abdicated 
and gave up all Remains of that Right which 
he had not forfeited; who is as much a 
Foreigner, and as much attached to Foreign 
Intereſts, whereby he hath been ſupported, as 
can well be conceived: --- to commit the Pro- 
tection of a Proteſtant Church to a Popiſh 
Prince--- to reſtore a Right of trampling upon 
the Necks of Men who think they were born 
free, and are determined to ſtand faſt in that 
Liberty, which they look upon as their Birth- 
right, the Liberty of being under no other 
Controul but that of the Laws of -God, and 
the known Laws of the Land ; and who think 
themſelves bound in Duty to tranſmit the ſame 
to their Poſterity, 
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For my own part, I am perſuaded that the 
foregoing, however ſhort and imperfect, is 
a true Repreſentation of the Original Settle. 
ment of the preſent Succeſſion of the Crown. 
Whether it be ſo or no, You I am certain 
have not yet examined. With regard to You 
therefore, the Preſumption lies in Favour of 
that cſtabliſhs d Government under which you 
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621) 
are born. Should a Man endeavour to per- 
ſuade you that, if you examined into certain 
Memoirs, or would credit the traditionary Re- 
ports of ſome People in your Neighbourhood, 
it might be ſhrewdly ſuſpected that your Great 
Grand- father did not fairly come into Poſſeſ- 
ſion of that Eſtate which your Father now 
enjoys, would Vou in contradiction to all the 
Evidences of Title-Deeds now in his Cuſto- 
dy, and confirmed by Verdicts upon Record, 
be diſpoſed to relinquiſh your Title to the In- 
heritance? Or even ſubject your Title to the 
critical Examination of a buſy Lawyer, in 
order to diſcover whether poſſibly the Convey- 
ances have not in them ſome Flaw ſufficient to 
diſturb your Father's Poſſeſſion, and thereby 
enliven the dormant Claim of the lineal Heir 
of ſome former Poſſeſſor? 


And ſurely the Dictates of natural Reaſon 
declare at leaſt as fully, in favour of our Right 
to Civil Liberty, as they do on the Side of 
Juſtice to other Men. If I find myſelf born 
in a State of Liberty, as every Engliſpman does, 
a reaſonable Conſcience will never perſuade a 
Man to relinquiſh it, and become the Slave of 
Arbitrary Power. To aſſert the Privileges I 

am born to, is doing Juſtice to myſelf. The 
ſame Law of my Country, which enſures my 
Title to my Eſtate, enſures to me likewiſe the 


Poſſeſſion of my Liberty, and regulates m 
Behaviour in the Uſe of both. 8 ! 
| But 
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But if — all, your . Prej udices remain in 
favour of an indefeaſible Right of Dominion's 
being founded in lineal Succeffion, let me aſk 
You, from what Date will you fix the Limits 
of your Enquiry ime Why at the Re- 
volution ? Why not go. upwards thro' all the 
preceding Reigns, and ſee if there never was any 
Flaw in the Succeſſion no Uſurpations from 
. the Conqueſt, which cleared the Way for the 
Stuart's Claim Or in what Right did 
William the Conqueror found his? —— Or his 
Predeceſſors the Saxons? (For the Danes you 
will conſider as meer Uſurpers ; tho' I think a 
little longer Time would have made their 
Right fall. as, good as theirs on whom they 
uſurped.) This, I think, in all Reaſon ſhould 
be the Courſe of that Man's Enquiry who is 
perſuaded. of the Sacredneſs indefeaſibly inhe- 
rent in Princes by lineal Deſcent: And in or- 
der to do the Buſineſs compleatly, we ſhould 
ſearch the antient Records of Wales and Corn. 
wall, whoſe Natives have the beſt Title to be 
conſidered as the AJj6;90%5 and Original Pro- 
prietors of this our Soil; and upon whom 
the Ufurpation was firſt made; and from a- 
mongſt whom conſequently the Reſtoration of 
the true Royal Family ſhould be erpefted. 


Now as this Enquiry is beyond the Resch 
of Your Abilities, I think You may ſafely ſuſ- 
pend it, till you are better qualified to make 


it: 
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is to You no other than that of ſtudious Curi- 
ofity ; entertaining and amuſing, and perhaps 


60, or in any other Country. a 


that artful, deſigning Men, running counter 
to their Obligations of Duty and Allegiance, 
_ firſt terrify'd K. James II. into a Retreat, and 
then took Advan 
What is that to 
ſuppoſe to be in the famous Text for Non-Re- 
ſiſtance, that They that reſiſt ſhall receive to 
themſelves Damnation however it may have 
affected the Subjects of K. James II. it affects 
not Vou.— The Text, which belongs to Your 
| Caſe is clearly this, Let every Soul be ſubjecs to 

the higher Powers; the Powers that be are or- 
dained of God.-----And who was in Power 
when the Apoſtle wrote, but Nero? The 
fifth in Succeſſion from Auguſtus Czſar, who, 
if ever there was an Uſurper upon the Liber- 
ties and Rights of his Countrymen, muſt be 
conſidered as a principal one of that Claſs. 
From the Death of Auguſtus to the Death of 


then, but not granting, the Settlement of the 
Crown at the Revolution to be no other than 
Ee: | what 


it: For no Man's Obligation can extend be- 
yond his Abilities. Or rather, the Enquiry 


inſtructive, but no more affecting Your Beha- 
viour in Point of Conſcience than if the Revo- 
| lution had happen'd 600 Years ago inſtead of 


Suppoſing I indulge you in your Prejudice, 


tage to call it an Abdication, 
you? Whatever Force you 


Nero there paſſed about 53 Years. Suppoſing 
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Revolution, for want of a Conformity 
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what you are pleaſed to term it, an Uſurpation, 
the preſent Government hath been at leaſt e- 
qually fixed and eſtabliſhed with that of the 
Roman Government when the Apoſtles wrote; 
the Recognition of the King's Authority on 
the Subjects Part much more free and ſolemn 
than that made by the Roman Senate; and the 


Exerciſe of Power on the King's much more, 


in Truth altogether conformable to the known 


| Laws of the Land. 


Poſſibly indeed You are taught to aſſert, if 
not in Contradiction to Experience that for 
near theſe ſixty Years laſt paſt we have been 
in a State of Anarchy, yet, that every Act of 
Authority hath been null and invalid ſince the 
to the 
Conſtitution of Government in this Nation, as 
you fay it ought to ſtand upon the Original Plan: 
But were You or the moſt intelligent Jacobite 
called upon to explain this Plan, I will venture 
to pronounce that ſcarce any two, if left to 
themſelves would agree in the Plan itſelf ; 


much leſs would any of you be able, or would 


it be poſſible to juſtify the Authenticity there- 
of, and to ſhew (which is a further Point ne- 
ceſſary) the Unlawfulneſs of ſubmitting to any 
Departure from it. | 


When you ask me, what I think of thoſe 
who laboured for a Reſtoration under the Go- 
vernment of Oliver Cromwell, you vainly en- 
deavour 
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devour to take Advantage of a Prejudice of 
mine in favour of K. Charles I.---If You had 
aſked the ſame Queſtion of any Perſon whom 
you know to be perſuaded of the Juſtice of 

their Proceeding, who took up Arms againſt 

him and proſecuted their imagined Rights, till 
they had deſtroyed both him and the Laws, 
you know what Anſwer you might expect.—— 
For my own part indeed, I am perſuaded that 

he was a good Man and meant well to the 

Happineſs of his Subjects; and that the Cha- 

racters of thoſe about him are entitled to a more 
favourable Opinion than would be due to the 
ſame Conduct, if purſu'd by Counſellors at 
this Time; becauſe the Limits of the King's 
Prerogative on the one Hand, and the Rights 
of the People on the other, were by no means 
ſo clearly aſcertain'd in the Time of King 
Charles I. as they have been fince, 


But at the ſame Time I muſt tell you, that 
I think it is my Happineſs to have been born 
at a Time when the Plan of our Civil Conſti- 
tution is much more clearly marked out than 
it was then;——if I was to ſay altered for the 
better, I do not ſee what Abſurdity is contain- 
ed in ſuch an Aſſertion. For though Govern- 
ment be the Ordinance of God, yet the parti- 
cular Eſtabliſhments of it are the Creatures of 
human Fancy and Invention; alike under the 
Difpoſition of God's Providence which ſuper- 
intendeth all Things; and, as ſuch, may be 
ci A, D ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed to have their Imperfections, and to 
be liable to change, for the better or for the 
worſe. Ours, on the Subject's Part, is alter'd 


unqueſtionably for the tang and, I think, 


not leſs fo on the King's: He hath as much 
Power as a good Man can deſire, and more 
than That a bad Man ought not to be truſted 
with. There is ſufficient Authority left in the 


Cron to do all the Good for which Govern- 


ment was inſtituted : And the Subject, by find- 

ng it to be as much for the general Intereſt to 
the known Laws of the Land, as it is 

for the Sovereign's to exact Obedience, is un- 

der leſs Temptation to rebel. That ſuch was 

the State of the Subject under Oliver Cromwe 

I never yet have heard pretended. 


T "a Argument therefore which you are 
taught to draw from the Behaviour of the 
Royaliſts under that Uſurpation, as it is one of 
the moſt inconcluſive Sort at beſt, an Argument 
ad hominem, ſo is it deficient in very material 
Points, viz. That the Conduct of K. Charles I. 
was at all parallel with that of K. James II. 
which no Tory will grant; and that the Ex- 
erciſe of Power by Oliver Cromwell was con- 


ſiſtent with the Liberties of Engliſomen; which 


as no Whig will be perſuaded to allow, fo I 
am almoſt ſure that no Jacobite would content- 
edly fubmit to ſuch an Exerciſe of it, even in 
the fuppoſed lineal Heir of the Crown, Add 
to this, that no Oaths were taken, no Aſſu- 
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- 


rances given by the active Royaliſts, to ſup- 


port the Government of Oliver Cromwell, nor 


was his Authority confirmed by Length of 

Time, nor recognized by any Aſſembly. that 
could carry the leaſt Appearance of an Engh/h 

Parliament. wt iy . 


| Upon the whole, whatſoever was the Caſe 
of your. Grandfather, or. Great-Grandfather, 

whatever Allowance may have been 'due to 
the Scruples of thoſe, who immediately after 
the Revolution thought themſelves precluded 
by their former Oaths, from entering into new 
Engagements, the Law both of Reafon and 
Scripture ſeems indiſputably to tye You down to 
a peaceful and dutiful Behaviour to the Perſon 
and Government of his preſent Majeſty; - Vou, 
who have been all along from Your'Infancy 
protected by this Government, and are under 
no perſonal Tye whatever to any other. But 
after all, if you diſlike the Terms of Member- 
ſhip required in the Civil Society here eſta- 


bliſhed in Britain, You may find Yourſelf at 


Liberty to withdraw into ſome other Country, 
and there attach Yourſelf to Him, whom You 
are taught to revere as the rightful Proprietor 
of your Perſon : But you can have no Reaſon 
to complain, if all Attempts to bring others 
under the ſame Yoke of Bondage be reſented 
by them as an Invaſion of their deareſt and 
moſt valuable Rights, Show: e 


D 2 This 
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3 This is what I have to fay to your Diſaffec- 
i tion, as founded in Principles properly Faco- 


bitical. Thoſe which you inconſiſtently bor- 
row from the Republican Syſtem, I may take 
another Opportunity to conſider, | | 


5 In the mean time reflect, that the Queſtion 
| f T have been ſpeaking to, is a very ſerious one to 
| the Nation in general; and it is fo to yourſelf 
+; in all Reſpects. Upon your Promotion to any 
Degree, you will be called upon to take the 
#4 Oath of Allegiance; and if advanced to any Pre- 
¹iu ferment, in or out of the Univerſity, any Office 
Military, Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical, you muſt ne- 
ceieſſarily take the Oath of Abjuration. You 
| therefore have nothing leſs at Stake than Peace 
of Mind on one Hand, and the being depriv'd 
of the Reward of honeſt Induſtry on the Other. 
The Queſtion therefore is an edg'd Tool, not 
to be trifled with; nor will the Law ſuffer any 
Man to play the Fool in this Caſe with Impu- 
nity; as indeed that Appellation contains the 
mildeſt Cenſure one can paſs upon ſuch Miſ- 
| conduct, even in young Perſons. But if there be 
Any moreadvanced in Years, who, in Oppoſition 
| to their ſolemn Aſſurances to the contrary and 
' the Truſt * repoſed in them by the Government 
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All Heads, Fellows and Foundationers of Colleges or Halls, 
all Readers or Tutors in the Univerſity are required to take the 
Oath of Atjuration, under Penalty of forfeiting their Places, and 
Five hundred Pounds, if exerciſing any Office. 


in 
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in' Conſequence of fuch- Aſſuranees, will act 
ſo treacherous a Part by you; as to furniſh 
your yet unexperienced Mind with Prejudices a- 
gainſt the Government eſtabliſh'd in your Coun- 
try; Whether they perſuade you that their 
Objections are unanſwerable, beeauſe ſtudious 
Men are more careful to mind their own pri- 
vate Buſineſs, than diſpoſed to encounter their 
Noiſe with Noiſe; Or whether the ſame Poi- 
ſon be more artfully convey'd by crafty Inſi- 
nuations againſt the Government, heſitated! 
but not explained, - by Difficulties ſtarted about 
the firſt Settlement of it and heightened by 
Complaints of Male - Adminiſtration at pre- 
ſent ; if there be any ſuch, you will I dare fay 
be ſhock'd to find them urging their Objections 
to you in Point of Conſcience, when you have 
feriouſly peruſed the Oath of ' Abjuration, on 
Suppoſition that they have taken it: You will 
ſee but little Reaſon to reſpe& them as Men of 
that ſtrict Honour, Ingenuity, and Credit they 
may, tis likely, pretend to. As to a third 
Sort, I ſhall ſay nothing; becauſe you your- 
ſelf tell me, in a civil Way of expreſſing your 
Contempt, that they are an honeſt good- natur d 
ſort of Fellows. | 


It is to be hoped, that the late Treaſonable 
Diſturbance will at leaſt have this good Effect, 
that it will excite thoſe Perſons, whoſe only Am- 
bition it hath been hitherto to mind the proper 
Buſineſs of their private Stations and be quiet, 
_ to 
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to anſwer the loud Demands,. and earneſt Ex- 
tions of the World; and wipe off, from 
— ca at leaſt, that Scandal of Diſaffection 
— his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, which 
* ah indiſcriminately affects the whole 
Unlverſity; that they will be explicit and de- 
clare themſelves _ againſt all that ſhall 
appear acting in this Reſpect in Oppoſition. to 
common Decency, and the Dignity and real 
Intereſt of the Place, In which Caſe, I doubt 
not, but that the Number of ſober, thinking 
Perſons in it, who are really diſaffected, will 
be found to be contemptible. 


And You, if you have (till any real Di — 
ities upon your Mind, whether derived from 
ſome Hereditary Prejudices of your Family, 
or from the Converſation of thoſe in whoſe 
Company you have embarked, will, I hope, 
(as I may. reaſonably expect from the Relation 
in which I ſtand towards you) produce them 
with a Spirit of Sobriety and Meekneſs, and 
with the ſame Spirit I will endeavour to remove 
_ being with vincerity, 


Your fai thful Friend, 


The 


> $ 
«+ 
. n 7 p 4 . 
I EM 
(3 \ | 
E N * 
* * -- 


The Oath of . 


: and fear, that * 
true 3 


A. B. do fucerey promiſe 
T will be faithful, and 
to his Majeſty King Wye D 


= jel me God. * 


The Oath of Abjuration 


A.B. do rub and  fincerely anknewledge, 
profeſs, teſtify, and declare in my Cons. - 
ſcience, before God and all the World, t our 
Sovereign Lord King George is lawful and os 
rightful King of this Realm, and all his Ma- 
Jeſty's Dinan thereunto belonging. And " 
do ſolemnly and. fincerely declare, bat I do be- 
lieve in my Conſcience, that the Perſon' pretend- 
ed to be the Prince of Wales, during the Life 
of the late King James, and 'fince his Deceaſe, 
pretending to 25 and taking upon himſelf ibe 
Stile and Title of King of England, by the - 4 
Name of James the Third, or of Scotland, by 
the Name of James the Eighth, or the Seil 
and Title of King of Great-Britain, bath not 
any Right or Tith whatſoever to the Crown * = 
this Realm, or any other the Dominions thereto ® 
belonging : And T do renounce, refuſe, and ab- 
Jure any Allegiance or Obedience to bim. And 
1 4⁰ * that T will bear Faith and true 
Allegiance 
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Allegiance to his Majefly King George, and 
bim will defend, to the utmsſt of my Power, a- 

ainſt all Traiterous Conſpiracies and Attempts + 


whatſoever, which jhall be made againſt bis Per- 


fon, Crown or ' Dignity. And I will do my 


utmoſt Endeavour to diſcloſe and male known 


' to bis Majeſty, and his Succeſſors, all Treaſons 


and Traiterous Conſpiracies which I ſhall know 
to be againſt him, or any of them. And I do 


faithfully promiſe, to the utmoſt of my Power, 


to ſupport, maintain, and defend the Succeſſion 
of the Crawn againſt him the ſaid James, and 
all other Perſons whatſoever ; which Succeſſion, 
by an Act, entituled, An Act for the further 
Limitation of the Crown, and better ſecuring 
the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, 7s and 


ſtands limited to the Princeſs Sophia, Eleforeſs 


and Dutcheſs Dowager of Hanover, and the 
Heirs of her Body, being Proteſtants. And all 
theſe Things 1 do plainly and ſincerely acknow- 
ledge and ſwear, according to theſe expreſs Words 
by me ſpoken, and according to the plain and 
common Senſe and Underſtanding of the ſame 
Words, without any Equi vocation, mental Eva- 


fron, or ſecret Reſervation whatſoever. And 1 


do make this Recognition, Acknowledgment, Ab- 


juration, Renunciation,* and Promiſe, heartily, 


willingly, and truly, upon the true Faith of a 
Chriſtian, - LD oh 


| 80 help me God. 
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